
Dear Parishioners of St. Leonard, I hope this email will find you well.  

  

I would like to share some Parish news & information. 

  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Let us come together to give thanks to the Lord for all His blessings! We will offer a                  
Mass today at 10 am, join us if you can! 

  

If you cannot come to Mass, just say a little prayer today. Even though I am mindful                 
that this will be a very different celebration due to the pandemic I know we have so                 
many things to be grateful for, so as you gather with your family – even though it is                  
going to be a very small and unique gathering – let us give thanks to the Lord for all                   
His many and abundant blessings! 

  

Today we also celebrate the Feast of our Patron Saint, Saint Leonard of Port              
Maurice! 

So, here is some info for you to read so you can get to know our Patron Saint. 

  

St. Leonard of Port Maurice was a Franciscan Friar whose parents were Domenico Casanova, a               

sea captain, and Anna Maria Benza. He was born December 20, 1676 at Port Maurice, a                

seaport near Genoa, Italy. His full name was Paul Jerome Casanova.  

  

At age two, his mother died. His father married again, and they had four children, three boys                 

and a girl. The girl became a Dominican nun in the convent of St. Catherine of Siena at Taggia                   

and two of the boys followed their stepbrother and became Franciscans. 

  

When Paul was thirteen, he went to live with his uncle Agostino. He studied at the Collegio                 

Romano for a career in medicine. He often visited the Franciscan convent of St. Bonaventure,               

where he heard the friars at prayer. His heart was moved when they sang, “Convert us, O God,                  

our salvation”.  He was so impressed by those words that he felt it was a call from God.  

  



On October 2, 1697, Paul decided to join the Franciscan Order. This decision was bitterly               

opposed by his uncle. He received the name Leonard and was ordained to the Priesthood in                

1703. He dreamed of preaching the Gospel in China and giving his life for the faith. After his                  

ordination, he contracted tuberculosis and was sent to his hometown to rest and possibly to die.                

He made a vow that if he lived, he would dedicate his life to the missions and to the conversion                    

of sinners. He channeled his missionary zeal to the parish missions and retreats. He              

evangelized for 24 years in the region of Tuscany and Genoa, becoming known throughout Italy               

for his preaching. His missions lasted for two weeks and he would stay longer to hear                

confessions.  

  

One of his most famous sermons was entitled “The Little Number of Those Who are Saved.” He                 

used this sermon for the conversion of great sinners. He promoted the Stations of the Cross                

and encouraged Perpetual Adoration of the Eucharist, calling all he met to conversion and a               

change of heart. He had a deep devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate                 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin. He also gave us the Divine Praises, which are said at the end                  

of Benediction.  He left a deep impression on those who heard him.  

  

He was often pictured holding a skull, showing that he was not afraid of death and that death                  

had no power over him. His preaching stressed that all those who believed in God, and who                 

were united in the power of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, should have no fear                  

of death. He helped establish Retreat Houses throughout Italy. He died at the monastery of St.                

Bonaventure in Rome, Italy at eleven o’clock at night at the age of 75 on November 26, 1751.  

  

Pope Pius VI, who knew him personally, beatified him on June 19, 1796. Pope Pius IX                

canonized him a Saint on June 29, 1867. In 1923, Pope Pius XI appointed him patron of those                  

who preach parish missions. St. Leonard of Port Maurice is considered one of the greatest               

missioners in the history of the church. 

  

The Franciscan presence has been a vibrant part of the St. Leonard Parish since its beginning.                

As we look at the statue of St. Leonard, one cannot help but be impressed by the crucifix, which                   

he holds in his hand. That crucifix symbolizes how the cross of Jesus Christ was an important                 



sign in his life. It was from the cross of Jesus that St. Leonard drew his strength; it was the                    

message of the cross, which he advocated; it was the call of the cross, which he followed                 

faithfully.  

  

May that cross be as effective in our lives as it was in the life of St. Leonard, our patron. May                     

the example of St. Leonard challenges us to discover the transforming power of God’s love in                

the Cross of Jesus Christ. Let us make every effort to spread the Good News, carry his spirit by                   

living the example of his life so that the spirit of St. Leonard will continue to enrich, challenge                  

and shape our life and mission as the community of St. Leonard.  

  

St. Leonard, pray for us! 

  

Giving Tuesday 

Next Tuesday, December 1st, is Giving Tuesday, a day when people all over the world               

financially support their favorite nonprofit causes! 

  

Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day that encourages people to do                 

good. Over the past seven years, it has grown into a global movement that inspires hundreds of                 

millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity. 

 

So, If you’ve been impacted by the work and ministry we do at St. Leonard, please consider                 
making a tax deductible donation. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, we rely on your support to               

sustain our Parish and ministries! You can mail a check, drop off a cash donation, or use our                  

online giving platform.  Thank you so much! God loves a cheerful giver! 

  

Advent 2021 

This coming Sunday we will start the liturgical season of Advent and with that a new                
liturgical year, the Year of Grace of 2021! So, my best wishes and prayers to all of you,                  
may this new year bring to all of us amazing things, filled with hope, faith and                
love. 

  



Thank you’s  

To all of you who supported the Food Drive last weekend, I know Our Lady of the                 
Angels is very appreciative of your donations! 

  

Thank you to the fantastic four ladies – Rosemary, Hope, Ileana & Alicia - who               
donated 10 Thanksgiving baskets for people in our community, you were angels            
ministering to others, may the Holy Spirit continue to be prompting amazing acts of              
charity in our community.  Be blessed! 

  

Thank you to the teens and chaperones who delivered the baskets to our             
parishioners and even to the Fire Department! You guys are awesome, keep up the              
good work & spreading God’s love by being generous! 

  

Parish Updates 

I want to share with you that Juanita Flores is ending her term as the leader of the                  
Art & Environment Ministry, join me in thanking her for her service during the past               
two years. 

  

Here at St. Leonard we have a healthy practice instituted by Fr. Gustavo that all heads                
of pastoral ministries change every two years or so, this is a very good and wise                
practice indeed so we can let others take leadership roles and develop their skills and               
talents, especially the new members in our community. 

  

That being said, if you want to help me decorate for the Christmas season and               
beyond, please send me an email. Art & Environment is a behind-the-scenes            
ministry that is essential to the liturgy, so I hope some of you will be interested. I am                  
truly looking forward to forming a new team that will step in and do this ministry with                 
love, new ideas and unwavering dedication. 

  

+  Your Contributions 

The financial information will be published in next week’s bulletin. But please know             
that we are very appreciative of your commitment to our community of faith! May God               
reward you abundantly! 

  



+ Sunday Bulletin for Sunday Advent I  

I am attaching a copy of the bulletin to this email. If you cannot open it, you can also                   
look here: https://www.stleonardsa.org/documents/collection/bulletin  

  

Finally, please continue to follow the advice of civil authorities, stay safe, wear your              
mask, wash your hands, don’t touch your face, look out for each other & above all, let                 

us pray for an end to this pandemic. 

  

On behalf of the Staff, may all of you have a very special & blessed               
Thanksgiving! 

  

Keep me in your prayers, you are in mine. With a grateful heart, 

  

Fr. Lalo Martinez   

  

P.D. Una disculpa enorme por no tener el tiempo de escribir estos correos electrónicos              
también en español, espero comprendan, pero aquí hay una herramienta que se llama Google              
Translate: https://translate.google.com que se puede utilizar para traducir, solo copien el texto            
de mi correo y péguenlo a esta página y se traducirá automáticamente.  Otra vez, perdón. 
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