
Dear Parishioners of St Leonard, I hope this email will find you well & healthy. 
  
I would like to share some Parish weekly news & information. 
  
+ First of all, I am very happy to announce that since last Tuesday all Churches in the                  
Archdiocese of San Antonio are open, so Welcome Back to all our parishioners who will               
be able to join us this first weekend for our reopening! 
  
As you know, the reopening of the Parish will be done under strict social distancing               
regulations and sanitizing guidelines.  
  
We have a team leading this effort, the Parish Reopening Leadership Team, they are looking               
for help, so check out our website and the attached bulletin for more information! 
  
I know this is going to be a challenge for all of us and it’s going to take some time to adjust to                       
what we are called to do as we reopen our Parish, so I want to ask you to be patient and                     
show tons of charity in the upcoming days. 
  
We are all in this together and hopefully we will adjust soon, and so I think the most important                   
thing to focus on right now is that we will be able to gather as a community to celebrate                   
the Eucharist! What a blessing! 
  
In advance, I thank the members of the Parish Reopening Team and all the volunteers who                
will make possible the reopening of St Leonard. May God reward you one hundred-fold! 
  
  
+ The weekend of May 30 & 31 we will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost and at the 8 am,                    
10 am and noon Masses our Candidates will receive their First Communion, so pray for               
them as they prepare to receive the Body of Christ for the first time. 
  
  
+ As you know, many of the liturgies, meetings and events have been canceled or               
postponed during the month of June. We will keep being cautious and we will not have any                 
ministry meetings yet. But little by little we are trying to go back to normal and we already                  
started to reschedule some of our major liturgies. 
  
I want to share with you some dates: Our Confirmation Mass is set for July 18, 2020; I will                   
have the honor to bestow the sacrament of Confirmation on our teens and adults. Our First                
Communion Masses are also already set, God willing they will be on Saturday, August 1,               
2020. We will offer two Masses each day so we can do one Mass in English and one in                   
Spanish. 
  
Please pray for our children, teens, and adults as they prepare to receive their sacraments! 



  
  
+ I want to thank the 99 donors who helped our Parish this past weekend, I am sad to report                    
that we keep falling short in our budgeted offertory ☹ This week we had a loss of                  
$1,416.58 in comparison to what we need weekly. ☹ 
  
I want to remind you that even thou the Parish was “closed” for public Masses in reality we                  
never shut the Parish down completely. We continue to pay for services and utilities, like               
electricity, AC, water, etc. By God’s providence - and your help - during the almost 3 past                 
months we have been able to pay all our bills on time, that is over $17,000.00 not                 
counting salaries and benefits & for this I am grateful! 
  
Also, I want you to be mindful that we have – and will continue to - incur other expenses                   
that were not budgeted, like all the requirements for cleaning and disinfecting the             
Church. 
  
As you have seen – or will see – we installed automated hand-sanitizers in the Church, we                 
are power washing the bathrooms once a week now, we are disinfecting the Church and               
bathrooms before and after each liturgy and we do major cleaning on Mondays and              

Fridays, this is a lot of work and of course it costs money.  
  
Anyway, I will keep trusting in God’s providence and as I have been saying for the past 2 and a                    
half months, if you are able to help the Parish, please do so. How? Well, you can mail                  
your envelope to the office (no cash please) , use our alms box inside the Church, or use                  
online giving, here is the link: https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4220 
  
  
+ As I shared with you before, I am not relying solely on Sunday collections to raise some                  
revenue, we have done – and will continue to do – some small scale fundraisers that will help                  
our Parish cover our operating expenses. 
  
That being said, I want to thank all the people who supported in one way or another our                  
“Manzanas Locas” fundraiser! Thank God it was a success! More than 300 manzanas were              
made and sold; all the materials and fruit were donated and so the total profit was $2,349.00!                  

 
  
There are no words to express my gratitude to all the people who worked non-stop on                
Saturday and Sunday preparing for this event. I know from first-hand experience that it was               

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4220


a LOT of work, from getting and the cutting the fruit, to preparing the manzanas, to selling the                  
manzanas, to cleaning and so. You know who you are: thank you, thank you, thank you! 
  
Also, because we keep falling short in our Sunday collections, we are organizing another              
Virtual – Loteria for Saturday, May 30, 2020 at 6 pm. All proceeds will benefit St Leonard and                  
all the prizes were, once again, donated! So, we are not incurring in any expenses! Yay!                

 
  
Only 54 tickets will be sold, $25.0o0 per ticket for pretty-amazing 15 prizes-baskets!             
Thank you so much to Laura Gonzalez & Liz Butler for leading this effort! See more                
information in the bulletin. 
  
  
+ This coming week our Parish Office will be open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday              
from 9 am to 1 pm and from 2 to 5 pm & on Friday from 9 am to noon. If the door is locked,                         
please knock. Remember to please wear your mask and keep social distancing. Thank you for               
your cooperation! 
  
  
+ I want to remind you that we have two main tools of communication, our website:                
https://www.stleonardsa.org & our Facebook page:      
https://www.facebook.com/SaintLeonardCatholicChurch for more information. 
  
  
+ I am attaching our Sunday bulletin for this Feast of the Ascension to this email. If you                  
cannot open it, you can also look here:        
https://www.stleonardsa.org/documents/collection/bulletin 
 
 
Well, I think that is all for now. It is exciting that we will be back to Church this weekend!!! Even                     
thou I will not be able to greet you in person at the back of the Church or shake hands or give                      
you a blessing know I will be just thrilled that God is allowing us to gather again in His name.                    
The physical distance that we must keep right now does not diminish our fraternal love,               

right?  
  
Be safe and stay healthy. Have a Blessed Feast of the Ascension and a happy Memorial Day                 
Weekend! 
  
Keep me in your prayers, you are in mine.  In Christ, 

https://www.stleonardsa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintLeonardCatholicChurch
https://www.stleonardsa.org/documents/collection/bulletin


  

Fr. Lalo Martinez   

  
  

P.D. Una disculpa enorme por no tener el tiempo de escribir estos correos electrónicos también               
en español, espero comprendan, pero aquí hay una herramienta que se llama Google             
Translate: https://translate.google.com que se puede utilizar para traducir, solo copien el texto            
de mi correo y péguenlo a esta pagina y se traducirá automáticamente.  Otra vez, perdón. 
  
P.S. I profusely apologize that I do not have enough time to write this email in Spanish, I know                   
you understand but there is a tool you can use: https://translate.google.com Just copy - paste               
the text of my email and it will give you a translation. Again, sorry 
 
 
En todo Amar & Servir! 
 

https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/

